
Microsoft Word’s Formatting Hierarchy 

Document Resources 

Paragraph (¶) Styles List 
— Normal 
— Heading 1 
— Heading 2 
— (other pre-defined)… 

Section (§) 1 
Required—Every Document consists of 1 Section as a minimum 

 
n consists of 1 Paragraph 
Paragraph 

Required—Every Sectio as a minimum) 
(¶) 1 

Paragraph (¶) Formatting Overrides 
Commands on the [Format] [Paragraph…] dialog 

Paragraph Text—What’s Actually Seen! 
Includes any and all text formatting overrides 
(Commands on the [Format] [Font…] dialog) 

Last Paragraph (¶) in the Section 

  
Next Paragraph(s) (¶) 

Last Section (§) in the Document 

  
Next Section(s) (§) 1st Paragraph (¶)… 

Solid Border: Required Container 

Dashed Border: Optional Container 

Solid Arrow: Required Formatting Flow 

Dotted Arrow: Optional Formatting Flow 

— User-defined 
— (other user-defined)… 

Dim Dashed Arrow: Virtual 
Formatting Flow from one ¶ 
to the next ¶ 

Document Content (Text) 

Word Document 


